
 

Text Two 

Anyone who has not estab-

lished his relationship with 

Nityänanda Prabhu is under-

stood to have spoiled his 

valuable human birth. Such a 

human being is actually an 

uncontrollable animal. Be-

cause he never uttered the 

holy name of Nityänanda, he 

has become merged into so-

called material happiness. 

What can his useless educa-

tion and family tradition do 

to help him? 

 

 

Text Three 

Being maddened after false 

prestige and identification 

with the body, one is think-

ing, Oh, what is Nityänanda? 

What can He do for me? I 

don't care. The result is that 

he is accepting something 

false to be truth. If you actu-

ally want to approach the 

association of Rädhä-Krsna, 

you must first achieve the 

mercy of Lord Nityänanda. 

When He is merciful toward 

you, then you will be able to 

approach Rädhä-Krsna. 

Therefore you should firmly 

grasp the lotus feet of Lord 

Nityänanda. 

 

 

February 16-Wednesday was 

the most auspicious appearance 

day of Lord Nityananda 

Prabhu. Srila Prabhupada tells 

us that Lord Nityananda is ac-

t u a l l y Lo rd  B a l a rama.  

“vrajendra-nandana yei, saci-

suta haila sei,balaräma haila 

nitäi” "Who was formerly the 

son of Nanda Mahäräja, He has 

appeared as the son of 

Sacidevi." Bala means strength. 

So we can take spiritual 

strength by taking shelter at the 

lotus feet of Lord Balarama in 

the form of Lord Nityananda. 

Devotees headed by Bharat 

prabhu and Mother Radha lila 

celebrated this very auspi-

cious day at New Navadvip 

Dhama (NND) temple in Ala-

minos, Laguna. We have two 

sets of Gaura Nitai Deities 

there - Their Lordships Nitai 

Sundar Gaura Nataraj and 

Their Lordships Dayal Nitai 

Gaura Hari. So perhaps the 

devotee present on this 

blessed occasion got double 

mercy!  

The highlight of the program 

was the abhishek and of 

course lunch prasad. HG Ma-

dan Mohan prabhu, the cook, 

expertly transformed organic 

vegetables growing in the 

farm into a sumptuous, delec-

table assortment of food-

stuffs! 

 

Below is a wonderful bhajans 

that glorifies Lord Nityananda 

written by Srila Narottama 

dasa Thakura. It is entitled 

Manah-siksa, Teaching to the 

Mind. It tells us (the mind) to 

take shelter at the lotus feet of 

Lord Nityananda. By meditat-

ing on these sublime teach-

ings we too can hope to find 

solace. 

 

Text One 

The lotus feet of Lord 

Nityänanda are a shelter 

where one will get the sooth-

ing moonlight not only of one, 

but of millions of moons. If 

the world wants to have real 

peace, it should take shelter of 

Lord Nityänanda. Unless one 

takes shelter under the shade 

of the lotus feet of Lord 

Nityänanda, it will be very 

difficult for him to approach 

Rädhä-Krsna. If one actually 

wants to enter into the danc-

ing party of Rädhä-Krsna, he 

must firmly catch hold of the 

lotus feet of Lord Nityänanda. 
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Text Four 

The lotus feet of Nityänanda 

are not illusion; they are a fact. 

One who engages in the tran-

scendental loving service of 

Nityänanda is also transcen-

dental. Always try to catch the 

lotus feet of Lord Nityänanda. 

This Narottama däsa is very 

unhappy, therefore I am pray-

ing to Lord Nityänanda to 

make me happy. My dear 

Lord, please keep me close to 

Your lotus feet. 

Sri Sri Nitai Sundar Gaura Nataraja Sri Sri Dayal Nitai Gaura Hari Sri Sri Radha Madhava 



February 10 marked the ap-

pearance day of Sri Advaita 

Acarya. He is the combined 

incarnation of Lord Maha-

Visnu and Sadasiva of the 

spiritual world. Lord Advaita 

Acarya, though a Visnu-Tatva 

Himself was in the mood of a 

devotee. A devotee naturally 

is compassionate and so He 

felt great compassion for the 

fallen people of this age.  

He felt sorry for the condition 

of the world because even 

after Lord Krsna’s appear-

ance, no one had interest in  

                                            

devotional service to Krsna. 

This forgetfulness was so 

overwhelming that Advaita 

Prabhu was convinced that no 

one but Lord Krsna Himself 

could enlighten people about 

devotional service to the Su-

preme Lord.  Therefore  

Advaita requested Lord Krsna 

to appear as Lord Caitanya. 

Offering tulasé leaves and 

Ganges water, He cried for 

the Lord’s appearance. The 

Lord, being satisfied by His 

pure devotees, descends to 

satisfy them. As such, being 

pleased by Advaita Äcärya, 

Lord Caitanya appeared. 
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APPEARANCE OF SRI ADVAITA ACARYA  

started, a transcendental mood 

was lovingly created with the 

group singing of bhajans. Only 

after establishing a connection 

with the Lord did the serious 

work begin.  

At the onset of each day of the 

seminars, because of the sensi-

tive nature of the work involved, 

Harikirtan Mataji requested each 

and everyone in the seminar 

room and subsequently every 

newcomer who arrived that they 

maintain the confidentiality of 

the proceedings. As the partici-

pants would later realize, the 

series of Family Constellation 

sessions would not only be very 

emotionally charged but was 

ultimately a liberating experi-

ence. 

 What actually happens in a 

constellation? After having ar-

ranged the participants in a 

circle, Harikirtan Mataji asked 

everyone present if there was 

anyone with an urgent personal 

issue which he or she would 

want to work on. As expected, 

there was naturally a self-

conscious reluctance on every-
one’s part since nobody wanted 

to volunteer as a guinea pig! 

Eventually however, one coura-

geous mataji decided that she 

was ready, so she was asked to 

occupy what was affectionately 

called “the throne” – the “hot 

seat” beside Harikirtan Mataji.  

The standard procedure was 

the same for other prabhus and 

matajis who would also occupy 

the hot seat. There was a very 

short interview where Harikir-
tan Mataji asked the person or 

seeker questions about his or 

her family. Then with the help 

of the other members of the 

circle, the seeker was asked to 

choose other participants who 

would represent himself or 

herself as well as one’s parents. 

The seeker then arranged them 

in the middle of the circle, and 

made necessary adjustments 

according to how he or she felt 

the family actually relates to 

each other. 

There was a noticeable nervous 

anticipation in the seminar 

room as everyone present tried 

SEMINAR OF HER GRACE HARIKIRTAN MATAJI BY BHAKTA EDWIN 

“Very intense!”  

This was the general remark 

given by some 20+ appreciative 

prabhus and matajis who at-

tended the 2-day Family Con-

stellation seminar conducted by 

HG Harikirtan Mataji last Feb-

ruary 12 and 13 at the 24hr 

Hotel (formerly Mervin Hotel), 

the same venue where she also 

held last year’s Non-violent 

Communicat ion  seminar . 

Harikirtan Mataji’s return en-

gagement with the devotees 

was once again facilitated by the 

mercy of H H Janananda Maha-

raj. 

A day before the workshop 

proper, on February 11, 

Harikirtan Mataji held an orien-

tation seminar where she gave 

the participants a background 

regarding what Family Constel-

lation is all about. Developed by 

German psychotherapist Bert 

Hellinger, Family Constellation 

work is a mixture of various 

counseling approaches involving 

family therapy, group therapy, 

primal therapy, systems ther-

apy, and phenomenology. 

Aside from this wide range of 

Western therapeutic and medi-

tative modalities, Harikirtan 

Mataji explained that her coun-

seling work also incorporates 

Vedic spiritual principles. And 

so it was very fitting indeed that 

before the actual seminars 
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Abhisek of Sri Advaita 

Acarya at ISKCON Sri Sri 

Radha Madhava Mandir 

to comprehend what was going on. 

How truly amazing it was that a 

simple act of having people standing 

in as yourself and your parents re-

vealed hidden patterns in one’s 

personal relationships. What was 

even more surprising about these 

constellations, was that the prabhus 

and matajis who represented family 

members began to feel the emo-

tions, fears and desires of the per-

sons concerned. By playing the roles 

of others, the Family Constellation 

became a deep experience for oth-

ers. And just by observing other 

people’s constellations, it was easy 

to recognize and resolve situations 

in one’s own family. 



the association with Prabhu, 

one of Srila Prabhupada’s clos-

est associates.  

You would be moved watching 

his eyes sparkle and his voice 

full of excitement as he so lov-

ingly spoke of his pastimes with 

his Spiritual Master.  It makes 

you love Srila Prabhupada even 

more. 

A fortunate handful of devotees 

attended the program.  We 

hope next time we can have it 

scheduled on weekends for 

better attendance.    

Nevertheless, thanks to 

thoughtful devotees who took 

audios and video recordings of 

the class so the rest of the 

devotees won’t miss the op-

Last February 6 to 11 a great 

personality and very close disci-

ple of Srila Prabhupada came to 

visit Manila. He is HG Srutakirti 

Prabhu.  He was the personal 

servant of Srila Prabhupada for 

so many years. It is indeed a 

rare opportunity for the local 

devotees to have met this spe-

cial devotee.  

Hearing Srutakirti prabhu speak 

about his pastimes with Srila 

Prabhupada was like watching 

each scene through 3D glasses. 

You feel each emotion like you 

are there as it happens. If only 

the brain could retain the de-

tails of each moment he shared 

so we can constantly revisit the 

pastimes again and again... 

According to the sastra a mo-

ments association with a pure 

devotee of the Lord can purify 

our existence.  We definitely 

got a big dose of purification 

simply by hearing Srila Prabhu-

pada’s pastimes being narrated 

by Srutakirti prabhu. If we just 

immerse ourselves in the nec-

tarian pastimes of Srila Prabhu-

pada, then we can get inspira-

tion and strengthen our faith in 

our practice of Krishna con-

sciousness.  And such is the 

same inspiration we derive from 
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V IS IT OF HIS GRACE SRUTAKIRTI PRABHU 

How does this work? As 

Harikirtan Mataji explained, 

each of us carries unresolved 

family issues and other entan-

glements from the past. It 

could be the death of a parent, 

separation, betrayal, or any 

wrongdoing which as a result 

creates a big hole in ourselves. 

What happens when a person 

has a deficient solid foundation 

is that it gets translated into 

relationship problems and 

wrong choices, one of which, 

as Harikirtan Mataji empha-

sized, is projecting the father 

image or authority figure onto 

the spiritual master.  

How do we break the cycle of 

relationship problems and 

avoid repeating the same pat-

tern?  Harikirtan Mataji sug-

gested that when you change 

your angle of vision, the sce-

nario changes, and eventually 

your constellation changes. And 

what became evident in the 2-

day seminar was the recurring 

themes of acceptance and assur-

ance. And where does this come 

from? After guiding the prabhus 

and matajis in a visualization 

exercise, Harikirtan Mataji was 

able to make them realize that 

both one’s material family as 

well as one’s spiritual family 

combine to make a very power-

ful parampara from which 

strength and support can be 

drawn. 

Through her sessions, with great 

warmth and a good sense of 

humor, Harikirtan Mataji was able 

to connect the attending prabhus 

and matajis to the greater family 

constellation of exalted Vaisnavas, 

our inexhaustible source of pro-

tection that gives us more confi-

dence to do our service. 

Editors note: Mother Harikirtna 

stayed with us for (6) six days from 

February 11-16. Her seminar was 

held on the weekend Saturday and 

Sunday. The rest of her stay she 

conducted private counseling to 

devotees in the community.  

 

 

 

 

portunity to hear. 

From the bottom of our 

hearts, thank you to HG Sru-

takirti Prabhu for taking the 

time to come to the Philip-

pines and share with us the 

eternally fresh and most rel-

ishable lilas of our dearmost 

founder-acarya Srila Prabhu-

pada. We do hope he visits 

us again in the future. 



with his umbilical cord 

wrapped around his neck like a 

Brahmin's thread. The astrolo-

ger commented at his birth, "I 

have done many horoscopes in 

my life, but I have never before 

seen such a horoscope filled 

with all the signs of a great 

personality. This child will be-

come world famous as a bril-

liant teacher of life's ultimate 

goal." (taken from Ray Of Visnu 

by Rupa Vilasa dasa) 

To further prove the authen-

ticity of being a great personal-

ity, when he was six months 

old, during Lord Jagannath’s 

Ratha Festival, the cart 

stopped in front of the house 

of Srila Bhaktivinode Thakura 

for three days. Following the 

instruction from her husband 

Srimati Bhagavati devi brought 

the child before the cart and 

an offered garland fell from the 

neck of the Lord, encircling 

the boy. 

“When the boy's vocational 

inclination was tested, he im-

mediately embraced the Sri-

mad-Bhägavatam, indicating his 

future as a preacher. There-

fore, from the very beginning 

of his appearance, Srila Bhak-

tisiddhänta Sarasvaté Thakura 

exhibited all the signs of an 

exalted, eternal associate of 

the Lord, who had descended 

in answer to Srila Bhaktivi-

noda's prayer for a "ray of 

Visnu" to help him spread the 

Krsna Consciousness Move-

ment.” (taken from Ray of Visnu 

Last February 22 was the most 

auspicious Appearance day of 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati 

Thakura. He is the spiritual 

master of our founder-acarya 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhak-

tividanta Swami Srila Prab-

huapda.  

“On the fifth day of the dark 

lunar fortnight of the month of 

Govinda [corresponding to 

February 6th, 1874 A.D. by the 

western calendar], at 3:30 in 

the afternoon, Bimala Prasäd 

Datta, later to be known as 

Srila Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvati 

Thakura, made his appearance 

in  Purusottama Ksetra 

[Jagannätha Puré] in the state 

of Orissa, not far from the 

temple of Lord Jagannätha. He 

was the fourth son of Srila 

Bhaktivinoda Thakura and 

Srimati Bhagavati Devi, and at 

the time of his birth all thirty-

two bodily symptoms of a 

maha-purusa, a great personal-

ity, were pointed out by an 

experienced astrologer. Fur-

thermore, the boy was born 

by Rupa Vilasa dasa) 

Here is a nice childhood pas-

time: When he was a small 

boy, perhaps two or three 

years old, Srila Bhaktivinoda 

Thakura brought some ripe 

mangoes from the market. 

Bimala Prasäd took one to eat, 

saying, "This is mine." Srila 

Bhaktivinoda Thakura got up 

and said in a grave voice, 

"What is this? New fruit has 

come into the house. It has 

not been offered to Giridhäré 

and you have taken it first? 

Remember, new fruit is to be 

given first to the Lord. With-

out giving the first share to the 

Lord, nothing is to be taken." 

The child was very repentant 

and exclaimed, "Oh, what evil 

thoughts I have had! Through-

out my whole life I shall not 

eat these again. This is the 

right punishment for one ruled 

by greed." He made the prom-

ise and observed it throughout 

his whole life. His Divine 

Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 

Swami Prabhupäda comments 

on this incident: "Whenever 

we offered him mango he said, 

'No, I am an offender. I cannot 

take mango.' He was thinking 

that I have offended [Krsn] in 

my childhood by taking the 

mango of the Deity. So this is 

the characteristic of the 

äcärya. They teach by their 

life's action-one should be so 

much determined. A child 

took the mango, there is no 

offense, but he took that vow." 

APPEARANCE OF SR ILA BHAKTIS IDDHANTA SARASVATI THAKURA  

 Gaura Purnima Festival March 20 at New Navadvipa Dhama Temple (Laguna) 

 

 Visiting devotee from Chowpaty,Bombay, India. Jaganath Priya dasa on March24-

31. He will conduct seminar(s) related to congregational development. One such 

seminar is entitled “Journey of Self Discovery.” Details will be given as the semi-

nar is finalized.  

  

 March 5 Disappearance Day of His Holiness Tamal Krishna Goswami Srila Gurudeva 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Indeed, we see that during the 

entire lifetime of Srila Bhak-

tisiddhanta Thakura he tire-

lessly and expertly went on to 

establish and spread the 

teachings of Sri Caitanya Ma-

haprabhu. He was called the 

“lion guru” because of his very 

fierce and strong mood in 

preaching. In the early days of 

his preaching he smashed the 

smarta brahmanas who were 

claiming that the Vaisnavas are 

lower in position and status 

than the brahmanas.  

In 1905, five years after taking 

diskha initiation from Gaura 

Kishor dasa babaji maharaja 

he  undertook a vow to chant 

at least three lakh holy names 

daily, or ten million monthly, 

until he had chanted one bil-

lion holy names.  In Mayapur, 

Sri Siddhanta Sarasvati con-

structed a grass hut, where he 

lived very simply and chanted 

day and night. If rain came and 

leaked through the thatched 

roof, he would just hold up an 

umbrella and continue chant-

ing: “Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, 

Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ 

Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama 

Rama, Hare Hare.”  

(to be continued next issue…) 
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